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conventicles in houses. Expelled from cities and the mansions
of men, they met on the hills and deserts like the French
Huguenots. Assailed with arms, they repelled force by force.
The severity of the rulers, instigated by the episcopal clergy,
increased with the obstinacy of the recusants, until the latter,
in 1666, assumed arms for the purpose of asserting their right
to worship God in their own way. They were defeated at
Pentland ; and in 1669 a gleam of common sense and justice
seems to have beamed upon the Scottish councils of Charles.
They granted what was called an indulgence (afterwards
repeatedly renewed) to the presbyterian clergy, assigned them
small stipends, and permitted them to preach in such deserted
churches as should be assigned to them by the Scottish Privy
Council. This s< indulgence," though clogged with harsh
conditions and frequently renewed or capriciously recalled,
was still an acceptable boon to the wiser and better part of the
presbyterian clergy, who considered it as an opening to the
exercise of their ministry under the lawful authority, which
they continued to acknowledge. But fiercer and more in-
tractable principles were evinced by the younger ministers
of that persuasion. They considered the submitting to exercise
their ministry under the controul of any visible authority as
absolute erastianism, a desertion of the great invisible and
divine Head of the church, and a line of conduct which could
only be defended, says one of their tracts, by nuUifidians,
time-servers, infidels, or the Archbishop of Canterbury. They
held up to ridicule and abhorrence such of their brethren as
considered mere toleration as a boon worth accepting. Every
thing, according to these fervent divines, which feU short of
re-establishing presbytery as the sole and predominating
religion, all that did not imply a full restoration of the Solemn
League and Covenant, was an imperfect and unsound com-
position between God and mammon, episcopacy and prelacy.
The following extracts from a printed sermon by one of them,
on the subject of ' soul-confirmation/' will at once exemplify
the contempt and scorn with which these high-flyers regarded
their more sober-minded brethren, and serve as a specimen of
the homely eloquence with which they excited their followers.
The reader will probably be of opinion that it is worthy of
Kettledrummle himself, and will serve to clear Mr. Jedediah
Cleishbotham of the charge of exaggeration.